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Henry Knox, the original Secretary of War, was suc-
ceeded by Timothy Pickering in 1795, who, after less
than a year, was followed by James McHenry. Ed-
mund Randolph served as Attorney-General in 1789
to 1794, ti1631 retiring for William Bradford who, after
a brief year, was replaced by Charles Lee. The Post-
master-Generalship was filled from 1789 to 1791 by
Samuel Osgood, and then by Timothy Pickering.
Thus at the end of Washington's eight years we find
that in the place of two really eminent men, like
Jejfferson and Hamilton, he was served by Edmund
Randolph and Oliver Wolcott, Jr., and James Mc-
Henry, good routine men at the best, mediocrities if
judged by comparison with their predecessors. More-
over, the reputation for discretion of some of them,
suffered. Thus Randolph had not long been Secre-
tary of State when Joseph Fauchet, the French Min-
ister, produced some papers which could be con-
strued as implying that Randolph had accepted
money. Randolph was known to be impecunious,
but his personal honor had never been suspected.
Washington with characteristic candor sent Ran-
dolph the batch of incriminating letters. Randolph
protested that he "forgave" the President and tried
to exculpate himself in the newspapers. Even that
process of deflation did not suffice and he had re-
course to a "Vindication/* which was read by few, Jr. which had passed through the
